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From: Domenech family
To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov; 
Subject: 2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Thursday, August 14, 2008 10:01:34 PM


Dear NOAA,
 
I am writing to ask you to consider  Alternative 1, the No-action 
Alternative to the proposed Makah gray whale hunt. There are many 
reasons the Makah should not be allowed to violate the MMPA and hunt 
gray whales.  First of all, gray whales, like many other whales, face many 
threats.  Lack of food, ship strikes, pollution, and global warming, to name 
a few.  With all the threats they face in today’s world, it simply does not 
make sense to add another unnecessary threat.  At the EIS hearing in 
Seattle, the NOAA representative admitted that the threats faced by global 
warming and its impact on the gray whales food supply had not been 
addressed.
   Secondly, though the gray whale population appears to be stable, 
researchers who work with the gray whales in Mexico have reported low 
calf counts, fewer whales returning to breed and whales arriving at the 
breeding grounds very thin.  None of these are good signs for the gray 
whale population and its uncertain future.
  Instead of authorizing this hunt, the U.S. government should consider 
working with the Makah on alternatives to hunting gray whales.  The 
Canadian govt. worked with some First Nations tribes by offering the 
tribes land and mining rights if they would agree to not hunt gray whales.  
If the U.S. government were to consider offering fishing rights, land or 
some other compensation, they may be able to convince the Makah not to 
hunt at all.  It would undoubtedly save the government money, as the 
cost of preparing this EIS, as well as the cost of  law enforcement if the 
hunt does actually take place,  must be quite high.
   The humane aspect of the hunt must also be considered.  Gray whales 
are gentle and accustomed to humans and boats.  Many of these whales 
have been around whale watch boats most of their lives and have no fear 
of humans or boats.   In this day and age, there is no reason for the 
Makah to kill whales.  Since most of the last gray whale the Makah killed 
was not used in any way, subsistence in not a reason.  Cultural traditions 
can be honored without actual killing, as many of the other tribes in the 
area have shown.
   Please consider the No-action Alternative as the right alternative.  
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Sincerely,
 
Connie Domenech
103 Blake Way
Friday Harbor, WA  98250
 
 
   








From: Decjme
To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov; 
Subject: 2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Thursday, August 14, 2008 5:16:36 PM


Any and all whaling should be denied.  Jane M. Emanuel, 220 West 2nd 
Street, Port Angeles, WA 98362 
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From: Gail Jenkins
To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov; 
Subject: Whaling issue
Date: Thursday, August 14, 2008 4:04:03 PM


I am in support of the Makah Nation's treaty rights to hunt the whales. We have 
lived on the Olympic Peninsula for 36 years. In no way, do we feel we can tell the 
Makah's how to live their lives. Treaty after treaty has been broken by our 
government. The destruction of the sea life and forests has not been at the hands 
of the Makahs or the S'Kallam tribes. No one but the Makahs should decide what is 
or is not part of their culture. I am tired of the effort to rule over the Makahs but 
the anitwhalers. 
  
Please side with the rights of the Makahs. This is a chance for justice for the tribe 
and an effort to realize their history of preserving the earth and the seas. 
  
Sincerely, 
A, Gail Jenkins 
25 Madrona Beach Drive  
Port Townsend, WA 98368 
 


Your PC, mobile phone, and online services work together like never before. See 
how Windows® fits your life 
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From: MORIKOG@aol.com
To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov; 
Subject: 2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Thursday, August 14, 2008 3:00:11 PM
Attachments: MakahWhaleDEIS.pdf 


Attached
 
~~<' )}}}}}>-<~~~~~ <' )}}}}}>-< ~~~~~ 
Gary S. Morishima 
Cell: (206)963-5651
 
 
 


Looking for a car that's sporty, fun and fits in your budget? Read reviews on AOL Autos.
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August 15, 2008 



 



 



Steve Stone 



NOAA Fisheries Northwest Region 



1201 NE Lloyd Blvd., Suite 1100 



Portland, OR  97232 



 



Re: Comments on Makah Tribe Whale Hunt DEIS 



 



I am writing in response to the request for comments on the draft environmental impact statement 



regarding Makah whaling which was released in May of this year.     



 



MORI-ko has provided professional services relating to management of natural resources for over thirty 



years.  The DEIS presents information factually, clearly, and concisely while minimizing the potential for 



distractions and confusion.  Undoubtedly, given that whaling is an emotion-charged issue for some, there 



is a strong potential for issues to become clouded by red herrings that will be ingrained in numerous and 



varied individual opinions from the public. 



 



Scientifically, it is clear that there is no evidence to suggest that the impact of the Makah’s proposed hunt 



could even remotely pose a threat to the continued existence of the species.  Federal courts have 



repeatedly held that the exercise of treaty-protected rights can be restricted by non-tribal authority only 



when there is clear evidence of the need for conservation, as carefully and narrowly defined to exclude 



“wise use” considerations.  It is inconceivable that the Makah would jeopardize a resource that has been 



central to its culture, diet, spirituality, and economy for countless generations.  Since the Makah Tribe 



itself proposed the guidelines and restrictions on the right to hunt whales under Alternative 2, the 



Makah’s request should be granted.   



 



The Makah hunted whales for thousands of years.  By the 1920’s, non-Indian whaling had severely 



depleted several species of whales.  The Makah voluntarily ceased whaling despite the enormous social 



cost to their community and kept that moratorium in place for seven decades.  In 1970, the USFWS listed 



the gray whale as one of the baleen whale species in danger of extinction.  In 1994, ESA protections of 



the gray whale were removed as it was evident that the population had recovered to reach or exceed 



historic (pre-European contact) levels.  The Makah painstakingly endured lengthy domestic and 



international processes to regain the ability to resume whaling in the late 1990s and the tribe managed to 



take a single whale in 1999.  Yet some anti-whaling interests persist in mounting violent protests and 



filing challenge after challenge in the courts and administrative proceedings.   



 



Scientifically, the Makah’s modest proposal to resume whaling under Alternative 2 poses no threat to the 



resource.  Socially, the ability to hunt whales would serve as a unifying and revitalizing force for the 



Makah community.  Politically, approval of the proposed action would affirm the commitment of the 



United States to honor its obligations and responsibilities under its treaty with the Makah.   



 



     Sincerely, 



 



MORI-ko, L.L.C. 
Natural Resources Management 



P.O. Box 1563 



Mercer Island, WA  98040 













From: MORIKOG@aol.com
To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov; 
Subject: Comments on DEIS
Date: Thursday, August 14, 2008 2:56:54 PM
Attachments: MakahWhaleDEIS.pdf 


Attached
 
~~<' )}}}}}>-<~~~~~ <' )}}}}}>-< ~~~~~ 
Gary S. Morishima 
Cell: (206)963-5651
 
 
 


Looking for a car that's sporty, fun and fits in your budget? Read reviews on AOL Autos.
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August 15, 2008 



 



 



Steve Stone 



NOAA Fisheries Northwest Region 



1201 NE Lloyd Blvd., Suite 1100 



Portland, OR  97232 



 



Re: Comments on Makah Tribe Whale Hunt DEIS 



 



I am writing in response to the request for comments on the draft environmental impact statement 



regarding Makah whaling which was released in May of this year.     



 



MORI-ko has provided professional services relating to management of natural resources for over thirty 



years.  The DEIS presents information factually, clearly, and concisely while minimizing the potential for 



distractions and confusion.  Undoubtedly, given that whaling is an emotion-charged issue for some, there 



is a strong potential for issues to become clouded by red herrings that will be ingrained in numerous and 



varied individual opinions from the public. 



 



Scientifically, it is clear that there is no evidence to suggest that the impact of the Makah’s proposed hunt 



could even remotely pose a threat to the continued existence of the species.  Federal courts have 



repeatedly held that the exercise of treaty-protected rights can be restricted by non-tribal authority only 



when there is clear evidence of the need for conservation, as carefully and narrowly defined to exclude 



“wise use” considerations.  It is inconceivable that the Makah would jeopardize a resource that has been 



central to its culture, diet, spirituality, and economy for countless generations.  Since the Makah Tribe 



itself proposed the guidelines and restrictions on the right to hunt whales under Alternative 2, the 



Makah’s request should be granted.   



 



The Makah hunted whales for thousands of years.  By the 1920’s, non-Indian whaling had severely 



depleted several species of whales.  The Makah voluntarily ceased whaling despite the enormous social 



cost to their community and kept that moratorium in place for seven decades.  In 1970, the USFWS listed 



the gray whale as one of the baleen whale species in danger of extinction.  In 1994, ESA protections of 



the gray whale were removed as it was evident that the population had recovered to reach or exceed 



historic (pre-European contact) levels.  The Makah painstakingly endured lengthy domestic and 



international processes to regain the ability to resume whaling in the late 1990s and the tribe managed to 



take a single whale in 1999.  Yet some anti-whaling interests persist in mounting violent protests and 



filing challenge after challenge in the courts and administrative proceedings.   



 



Scientifically, the Makah’s modest proposal to resume whaling under Alternative 2 poses no threat to the 



resource.  Socially, the ability to hunt whales would serve as a unifying and revitalizing force for the 



Makah community.  Politically, approval of the proposed action would affirm the commitment of the 



United States to honor its obligations and responsibilities under its treaty with the Makah.   



 



     Sincerely, 



 



MORI-ko, L.L.C. 
Natural Resources Management 



P.O. Box 1563 



Mercer Island, WA  98040 













From: mollyn@rockisland.com
To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov; 
Subject: 2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Thursday, August 14, 2008 2:21:58 PM


Mr. Stone, 
   I believe the United States government should uphold and honor the 
treaty rights of the Makah Indian Nation. Allow the Makah to hunt gray 
whales in their accustomed places. 
 
Thank you, 
Molly Neely-Walker 
406 Island Drive Friday Harbor, WA 98250 
360-378-6289 
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From: maryanne thulin
To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov; 
Subject: Resumption of Whaling
Date: Thursday, August 14, 2008 11:57:19 PM


It is hard to comprehend why a country would want to continue a practice 
(lifestyle, “right”, whatever you want to call it) that does not improve the future of 
its people.  It has been argued that the training for the “hunt” involves mental and 
physical strengthening and the honing of personal discipline.  However,  the 
ultimate goal of all this preparation is the destruction – most likely maiming – of a 
marine mammal that is on the decline.  Will tourists flock to see two whales a year 
being hauled up on the beach after being shot?  It won’t be a Kodak moment.   
The perception by people here and abroad that this is an offensive act will be 
stronger than the temporary thrill of the hunt.
 
A few years ago I had an interesting conversation with a docent at the superb 
museum in Neah Bay.  He spoke of the tribe’s efforts to lure visitors to the town - 
with every idea offered being scrutinized and evaluated.  The resumption of 
whaling cannot be the best that they can come up with.  What are they thinking?
 
MaryAnne Thulin
August 13, 2008
 
 


Get Windows Live and get whatever you need, wherever you are. Start here. 
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From: Karen
To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov; 
Subject: DEIS Makah.doc
Date: Thursday, August 14, 2008 10:57:10 PM
Attachments: DEIS Makah.doc 


Attached is my response to the subject document.
 
Karen R. Haarstick, MS
P.O. Box 34
Suquamish, WA  98392
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Karen R. Haarstick, MS



P.O. Box 34



Suquamish, WA   98392



August 14, 2008



Donna Darm



Assistant Regional Administrator



Protected Resources Division



National Marine Fisheries Service



7600 Sand Point Way NE



Seattle, Washington  98115



REFERENCE:  DEIS for Proposed Authorization of the Makah Whale Hunt


I have reviewed the referenced DEIS in its entirety and submit the following comments.



Comment 1.   Without reservation, I support Alternative 1, the No-action Alternative, wherein NMFS would not authorize a Makah gray whale hunt.  


Comment 2.    Appendix A, Whale Hunting and the Makah Tribe: A Needs Statement by Ann M. Renker, Ph.D., March 2002.  This document makes a case for the resumption of whaling by the Makah Tribe based upon cultural and nutritional components.   I. 1) “Continuation of the restored whale hunt will maintain important subsistence benefits reintroduced to the Makah community in 1999.” 



The ability of the Makah Tribe to exist for the past 75 years, in the absence of whaling activities, clearly illustrates that their survival as a people is not dependent upon the consumption of whale meat.  The Makah Tribe’s access to well built homes, electricity, abundant food sources, sanitation, education, recreation, and healthcare does not describe a population whose continued survival is either wholly or even partially dependent upon the resumption of whaling. 


I reference Dr. Renker essay, The Makah Tribe: People of the Sea and the Forest.  Introduction:  Like all living cultures, the Makah Tribe has undergone many changes since ancient times.  Contemporary Makah children attend public school, wear blue jeans and Nikes. Watch television, and play video games. Today, Makah adults are just like other American adults in many respects.  They attend college, surf the net, and make decisions that affect their families, health, and education.” 


All living cultures, those before us and those who will assuredly come after us, will be required to adjust to changes imposed by the environment.  As a behavioral psychologist, I refer to the environment as everything that occurs externally to the organism.  Clearly, our survival individually, and as a species, is directly related to our ability to adapt to changes occurring in our environment.  


Comment 3.  I. 1).  “Increasing variance in international and domestic fishing quotas diminish the reliability of the marine subsistence component of the Makah Tribe, along with the environmental pressures exerted by oil spills, red tides, pollution, and other factors beyond the control of the Tribe.  Gray whales are a reliable resource that can offset subsistence pressures from other sources.”


These variables in the environment potentially affect all of us in detrimental and in some cases, irreversible ways as does global warming, persistent warfare throughout the world, AIDS, pestilence, famine, and natural disasters.



Comment 4.  I. 2).  “For 1500 years, whale hunting and its associated components have had important ceremonial and social functions for the Makah community, in addition to the provision of subsistence benefits. The importance of this ceremonial and subsistence practice in demonstrated in the Treaty of Neah Bay, signed in 1855. Makah negotiators insisted that the right to hunt whale be included in this treaty.”



At the time the Treaty of Neah Bay was signed in 1855, the five villages, of which the Makah community was composed, were dependent, at least in part, upon the products of whaling.  However, this community had access to many other resources. While the following quotation refers to current resources, it does not take a leap of faith to believe that these same resources were even more abundant in 1855.  “The bounty of the reservation is not limited to the natural resources of the rivers, lakes, tidelands, and ocean areas in Makah territory. Makah forests provide many types of wood for carvers, many species of land animals for hunters, and a wide variety of plants that can be used for food, medicine, or raw materials.”  (The Makah Tribe: People of the Sea and the Forest by Ann M. Renker, Ph.D.  


Treaty with the Makah, 1855, Article 4.  “The right of taking fish and of whaling or sealing at usual and accustomed grounds and stations is further secured to said Indians in common with all citizens of the United States.”   The whaling industry was romanticized in colonial America spawning stories of human drive, perseverance, success and failure, and heroism.  Whale oil lighted the homes of America until oil was discovered in Pennsylvania in 1859.  “Corsets and stays kept the whaling industry profitable, on a small scale, into the early years of the 20th century, but when the hourglass figure fell out of fashion, a thrilling chapter in American history came to a definitive close.”   (Beyond Moby-Dick: When America Went A-Fishing for the Whale by William Grimes, July 20, 2007)  


One could speculate, and perhaps rightly so, that the Makah negotiators “insisted that the right to hunt whale be included in the treaty” represented more a fear of being excluded from doing so in common with all the citizens of the United States less  a concern for cultural and subsistence erosion.  



Comment 5.  I. 3).  “The Household Whaling Survey (Renker 2002) provides an important tool which provides empirical support for the emotional and psychological benefits mentioned previously.”  “The results of this survey present a good picture of the mainstream opinion of the Makah people.”  



The Household Whaling Survey was commissioned by the Makah Tribal Council to address the concerns of citizens who insisted that Makahs did not support whaling, and that whale products were being frivolously wasted.   This survey reached 34.6% of the Makah households on the reservation.  This is not a significant number of households and renders the survey more susceptible for sampling error.  Moreover, 93.3% of respondents believed that the Makah Tribe should continue to hunt whale is not particularly impressive when one considers this “opinion” in the context of approximately only 1/3 of the total households being surveyed.   


 Surveys must be distributed randomly so that each household (or individual) has an equal chance of being selected to participate.    There is no way of detecting how random this survey is based on the information provided.  



“The 163 respondents reported information about a population of an additional 268 household members.”  You’re kidding, right?!  Surveys are not intended to include the opinions or beliefs of others for whom the survey is not intended.  Such opinions and/or beliefs are irrelevant if survey results are to be taken seriously.  


At first glance, it appears that the results of the Household Whaling Survey were solicited solely to reinforce the position of the Makah Tribe regarding the resumption of whaling.  If this were not so, it would have been absent from the DEIS.   I remain unconvinced regarding the veracity of the survey’s methods and conclusions.



Comment 6.   Whale Hunting and the Makah Tribe: The Nutrition Component



As a scientist, I will not deny the potential for a positive correlation between the expression of one’s genetic endowment and interactions with elements of the environment.   Indigenous populations may be more prone to develop specific food related illnesses.  I cannot effectively address that issue in this document.  However, diabetes, obesity, stroke, Parkinson’s, multiple sclerosis, Alzheimers, kidney, heart, and liver failure, cancer, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, gastroesophageal reflux disease, osteoporosis, substance abuse, osteoarthritis and rheumatoid arthritis, schizophrenia, major depression, personality disorders, mood disorders, ADHD, and scores of others are prevalent, to a greater or lesser extent, in the populations of the rest of the world.  Therefore, please do not represent members of



the Makah as any more vulnerable to the myriad of diseases and disorders available to homo sapiens.  They are part of the human race and share the same maladies as the rest of us.   
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From: Wayne Johnson
To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov; 
Subject: 2008 MakahDEIS
Date: Thursday, August 14, 2008 2:07:17 PM


No more killing of whlaes by the Makahs or anyone else. Dr. Wayne 
Johnson Seattle 
--seiku 
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From: Kristin Penn
To: MakahDEIS.nwr@noaa.gov; 
Subject: 2008 Makah DEIS
Date: Thursday, August 14, 2008 10:31:58 PM


I am sorry for the destruction that the indigenous cultures have  
suffered, but I strongly urge you to stop the Makah from hunting gray  
whales any further.  We have no idea how climate change and pollution  
may effect the populations of gray whales in coming years and  
decades.  As a citizen of the US, I want the Makah whale hunts to be  
blocked now and in the future. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Kristin Penn 
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